
Welcome

Contact

To get in touch:
 

8AlbertEmbankment@KandaConsulting.co.uk  

www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/services-and-
facilities/8-albert-embankment-development

020 3900 3676

Please do take the time to 
sign-in to the exhibition and 
sign-up to our project mailing 
list by scanning the QR code.

8 Albert Embankment

Following engagement with the local community on emerging 
proposals at the end of 2024, LFB has continued to develop
 the proposals for the Lambeth Fire Station site on 
Albert Embankment. 

These proposals will secure the future of the building and 
deliver a London Fire Brigade Headquarters. The proposals will 
also deliver a much needed upgraded Lambeth Fire Station and 
a new events and exhibition space. 

The views and insights of the local community are important 
to LFB, and the Brigade are committed to understanding 
the wants and needs of the local community. The Brigade is 
dedicated to working with the local community on how plans 
for this site are developed.

London Fire Brigade 
(LFB) is pleased to 
present their developed 
proposals for the future 
of 8 Albert Embankment.



The team

With LFB and LandsecU+I’s development agreement being drawn to a close, 
LFB is now leading the delivery of their own development proposals. LFB 
have brought together the following consultant team to support them with 
their proposals.

5plus – architects  

5plus are leading on the design of the proposals.

Smith Jenkins – heritage consultants 

Smith Jenkins’ dedicated Heritage Team is advising on the heritage 
of the building.

Turley – planning consultants  

Turley is providing advice on the planning process and policy. 

Kanda Consulting – community engagement consultants 

Kanda is leading on the delivery of the community engagement process.



The site

LFB is bringing forward plans to redevelop the 8 Albert Embankment site. 
This includes 8 Albert Embankment, the drill tower, the yard, and the 1980’s 
extension along Black Prince Road that previously housed the control room, 
known as the CMC building. Please see the map below indicating the area of 
the site.  
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8 Albert Embankment 
The site for the proposed development

Site Plan

A photo of the back of the site currently

The 8 Albert Embankment site has been 
subject to two separate planning applications 
over recent years. The proposals we are 
presenting today are informed by our learnings 
from these unsuccessful applications.

Following the Secretary of State’s decision in 
2021 to refuse planning permission for 8 Albert 
Embankment, the Brigade and LandsecU+I, the 
previous development partner, worked hard to 
find a solution. However, both parties reached 
the conclusion that LFB needs to explore 
alternative options. As a result, LandsecU+I and 
LFB have drawn their agreement to a close.

The previous proposals



Site history

The 8 Albert Embankment building, 
constructed in the 1930s, is 
a Grade II listed building. The 
building is the former headquarters 
of London Fire Brigade.

Historical image of the front site

The land was formerly occupied by The 
London Pottery of Doulton and Co. 

The neighbouring buildings set around 
the site comprise a range of different 
architectural typologies, ages and materials.

 185plus 8 Albert Embankment

Lambeth Pottery
Heritage

Pottery production has existed in Lambeth since the Roman times. 
Between Vauxhall Bridge and Lambeth Bridge were a number of 
potteries near the Thames.

During the 17th and 18th century, Lambeth and Vauxhall had a 
number of factories making tin-glazed earthenware, decorated in 
blue on white, known as Lambeth Delftware. These small potteries 
soon helped Lambeth establish its reputation as the centre of the 
industry in the mid 1600s. By 1730, there were a number of potteries 
on Lambeth High Street. The manufacture of tin-glazed jars began 
to decline around 1760, as they were overtaken by cream-coloured 
earthenware.

The Doulton Factory was established in 1815 by John Doulton, 
and his two partners, Martha Jones and John Watts. The company 
specialised in salt glaze stoneware, making bottles, jugs and jars. 
After Jones retired in 1820, the pottery continued as Doulton and 
Watts. 

From the start, the backbone of the business was a wide range of 
utilitarian wares, mostly stonewares, and later extending to drain 
pipes, lavatories, water filters, electrical porcelain and other technical 
ceramics.

In 1835, John Doulton’s son, Henry Doulton joined the company 
and the stoneware items expanded to include laboratory bottles, 
sanitaryware and drainpipes; improving the Victorian sanitation habits, 
before starting the manufacture of art pottery.

In the 1850s, John Doulton began experimenting with more 
decorative pottery, experimenting with many glazes and decorative 
effects. The famous salt glazed wares with blue decoration first 
appeared in 1862. 

In 1866, the company began working with the Lambeth School of 
Art through Henry Doulton. That move to involve up and coming 
talent resulted in a long and prosperous collaboration - with the 
employment of many of the art school’s graduates, including Hannah 
and Florence Barlow, and George Tinworth. This move sought 
to rekindle the decorated pottery that had been associated with 
Lambeth previously. This helped bring Doulton and Company into the 
modern era, attracting international interest.

From 1853 to 1901, following the retirement of John Watts, its wares 
were marked Doulton and Co. Then in 1901, a royal warrant was 
given, giving the name, Royal Doulton.

The Lambeth factory closed in 1956 due to clean air regulations 
preventing urban production of salt glaze, forcing closure of the 
Lambeth factory and transfer of all production to ‘The Potteries” in 
Stoke-on-Trent. The factory building was demolished in 1978 and 
the friezes transferred to the Victoria and Albert Museum. The office 
building on Black Prince Road survives today, as the Grade II listed 
Southbank House.

The former factory land (not including Southbank House) was 
purchased by the LFB in 1934, including the disused Stiff Dock to the 
north.

1910 map of the site showing the dock and number of potteries on and around the site

Historic image of the Doulton buildings

Historic view of the Doulton buildings including Southbank House Pots by Hannah and Florence Barlow, and George Tinworth

Salt glaze pipes

Early Doulton salt-glaze wareLambeth Deltware Plate

Historic view of the Doulton buildings 
including Southbank House



Our proposals 

Our proposals will sensitively restore, refurbish and extend the Grade II listed 
building to:

Deliver a much-needed fit for purpose London 
Fire Brigade headquarters.

Include a new public exhibition space. 

Incorporate a new publicly accessible 
community space. 

Provide an upgraded Lambeth Fire Station. 

The events and exhibitions space is located on the ground floor along with the fire station appliance 
bays and the HQ entrance. The fire station extends into the first floor along with the HQ conference 
rooms. The HQ is then housed between floors two and eight (the remainder of the building).

Previous plans for the site also included the delivery of new homes, a hotel and rooftop restaurant. 
We are no longer exploring these options for this site.

Diagrammatic image of the proposals 

1. Albert Embankment 
2. Black Prince Road
3. Lambeth High Street
4. International Maritime Organisation 
5. Southbank House 
6. Entrance to the events & exhibition venue   
7. Drill tower retained 
8. Drill yard retained 
9. Events & exhibition venue inserted within ground floor of existing building 
10. Existing CMC building retained and re-purposed to accommodate LFB HQ
11. Existing Fire Tender access retained
12. Obelisk to be archived and removed
13. Upper parts of existing building to be re-purposed as LFB HQ
14. Habitable terraces for HQ and fire station staff
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LFB headquarters within 
existing building
Fire station within existing 
building
Fire station within new 
build extension

Events & exhibition venue



Ground floor plan

 725plus 8 Albert Embankment

The building is to provide provisions for the Fire Station, LFB HQ and an 
events and exhibition venue, with individual dedicated entrances and 
receptions for each operation. 

The events and exhibition space is located on the ground floor of the 
CMC Building, within Memorial Hall and 2no. appliance bays.

The fire station is to be accommodated in the centre of the building 
utilising the other 5no. appliance bays, which is utilised for the 
operational functions including areas for equipment and appliance bays.

A landscaped entrance is proposed for the HQ entrance and to the 
Community Room for the Fire Station, and is for pedestrian access only.

To the north of the site, an designated zone has been highlighted for 
potential future expansion for the LFB. 

Parking
37no. parking spaces (9no. EV charging bays), and 1no. loading bay is 
provided within the Drill Yard.
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The ground floor plan below shows how the different uses of the building 
interact with each other. Dedicated entrances and receptions have been 
provided for each of the uses.

In addition to this, there will be improvements to the streetscape and access with the removal of the 
ventilation tower on Lambeth High Street, widening of the corner between Lambeth High Street and 
Black Prince Road and the recessed entrance for the events and exhibitions venue.

LFB headquarters

Fire station

Events & exhibition venue



Design evolution

Following engagement with the local community on the emerging proposals at 
the end of 2024, LFB has continued to develop the proposals for the Lambeth 
Fire Station site on Albert Embankment. 

Since our engagement in December, we have decided to amend the proposals to not include the 
rear extension in the planning application. However, the extension is still under consideration and 
may come forward in the future as a separate planning application.  

Therefore, our planning application will make reference to this building but will not seek permission 
for its construction.

1. Albert Embankment 
2. Black Prince Road
3. Lambeth High Street
4. International Maritime Organisation 
5. Southbank House 
6. Entrance to the events & exhibition venue   
7. Drill tower retained 
8. Drill yard retained 
9. Events & exhibition venue inserted within ground floor of existing building 
10. Existing CMC building retained and re-purposed to accommodate LFB HQ
11. Existing Fire Tender access retained
12. Obelisk to be archived and removed
13. Upper parts of existing building to be re-purposed as LFB HQ
14. Habitable terraces for HQ and fire station staff
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LFB headquarters within 
existing building
Fire station within existing 
building
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build extension

Events & exhibition venue

Diagrammatic image of the 
proposals with the extension 

Diagrammatic image of the 
proposals with the omitted extension 
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Central Hub
Interior View

Indicative screen for movable wall. 
Screens to be contained behind timber 
clad wall for a seamless wall finish 
when not in use

LFB HQ office

LFB HQ, typical floor plate 

Conference space

The lease at LFB HQ in Union 
Street comes to an end in March 
2027 and is not expected to be 
renewed as the building does not 
meet LFB’s requirements.

LFB are therefore exploring a range 
of options for their headquarters, 
including the refurbishment of 8 Albert 
Embankment. 

The proposals will see the HQ housed 
between floors two and eight of the 
original 1930’s building, along with the first 
and second floors of the CMC building. 
This will include a conference space held 
on the first floor of the CMC building. 

Its main entrance will be located along 
Albert Embankment and include a 
landscaped courtyard area.

LFB HQ entrance 



New events and 
exhibition space

Events and exhibtions entrance

Entrance sketch

As a part of the proposals, a new 
space will be created that will allow 
public exhibitions on the ground floor.

This will be centred on the Memorial Hall but 
also utilising some of the current appliance bays 
and is likely to make use of LFB’s collection of 
over 20,000 objects, recording the history of 
organised firefighting in London from 1666 to 
the present day. 

This exhibition space would create an historical 
and educational resource, inspiring pride in the 
city’s firefighting and rescue heritage, whilst 
promoting safety and wellbeing. 

The space extends through the ground floor 
of the CMC building (former control centre), 
the Memorial Hall, and into two of the current 
appliance bays. 

The main entrance to the events and exhibition 
space will be to the side of the building off 
Black Prince Road. The majority of visits will be 
Monday to Friday during working hours; some 
events and visits may take place outside of 
these hours. 

We anticipate visitors consisting of local 
community groups, families, schools, and 
current and retired LFB staff. The space has 
been designed to accommodate up to two 
school groups at a time.



Lambeth Fire Station 

The fire station will be a fully refurbished 
space to house LFB vehicles, equipment 
and personnel. It will include new firefighter 
accommodation with flexible space to better 
support a diverse workforce. It will be more 
energy efficient, delivering sustainability benefits 
and minimising future running costs. Operational 
parking for staff will also be provided on site. 

LFB are seeking to keep the length of time that 
the station will be closed during construction as 
short as possible. 

Disruption to services provided for communities 
in Lambeth will be kept to the minimum during 
construction, and fire cover in the immediate 
area will be maintained using a range of LFB 
facilities and stations, with minimal impact on 
attendance times.

We are proposing to include a space that is 
accessible to the public in our plans on the 
corner of Lambeth High Street and Black 
Prince Road. 

A number of our fire stations across London 
have community rooms, which are available 
to local groups to book for free for their 
meetings and events. 

This room will include a configuration of 
tables and chairs, some IT equipment, and 
access to a kitchenette and toilets, and will 
be wheelchair accessible.

The proposals will update and deliver a new fit for purpose fire station on 
the site which is an important location for the delivery of our operational 
response to fires and other emergencies in the capital.

Community accessible space

Fire station main entrance 
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Fire Station
Proposed First Floor 

The first floor accommodates all the support spaces for the fire 
station including 16no. rest room, recreational spaces and the station 
officer and station commander’s rooms. 

Access to the terrace is also provided from the dining area. On the 
terrace, a small section of the concrete tiers is to be retained and 
integrated into the landscape.

KEY
1. First Aid
2. Wellness Room
3. Ensuite WC
4. PFA Room
5. WC/Shower area
6. Store
7. Comms Room
8. PPE Store
9. Station Officer’s Room
10. Station Commander’s Room
11. Heritage Staircase
12. Internal GF-FF Firefighter’s poles
13. Kitchen
14. Dining Area
15. TV Room
16. Study

Retained section 
of the existing 
concrete tiers
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First floor plan zoom in 



Heritage

Constructed in 1937, the Grade II listed 
building was originally the headquarters 
of London Fire Brigade. 

Our design approach aims to:

The refurbishment of the historic Memorial Hall, 
Drill Tower and Parade Ground, alongside the 
futuristic CMC building will highlight the evolution 
of the fire station and its evolving design as it has 
responded to changing needs over time. Photo of the drill tower

Photo of the front of the building

Retain as much of the original 
footprint and volume as possible. 

Maintain the original appearance of 
the front elevation.

Upgrading elements that will allow 
the building to continue serving its 
intended use.

Repair and preserve key elements of 
the Art Deco design, including the 
fenestration, detailing and doors.



Key design moves

The CMC building

External work

Internal work

The Memorial Hall

Ventilation Obelisk

The CMC building will be re-roofed and re-clad, referencing the 
connection to pottery that the site has. The currently vacant building will 
be repurposed with the ground floor being used as a part of the events 
and exhibitions space and the upper floors into conference space.

Like-for-like replacement in appearance, where required, will be made 
to the brick work. Window’s will be replaced for better performing 
ones which are in keeping with the current aesthetic. Localised repair 
and restoration will be made to stonework reliefs and the appliance bay 
doors that have weathered over time.

Internal layouts of the HQ and fire station will be amended to better suit 
LFB’s needs. Additionally, the currently listed lifts, will be updated to 
comply with current building regulations. 

The Memorial Hall, which is not currently open to the public, has been 
incorporated into the events and exhibition space and will be made 
publically accessible.

The Ventilation Obelisk, which is in a poor state of repair, will be 
demolished with a Historic Building Recording produced.



Next steps 

Later this year we will submit a planning application for 8 Albert Embankment. 
This will include the front site only. This would then be reviewed by Lambeth 
planning officers and decided by Lambeth’s Planning Committee.

Further 
engagement 
opportunities 

Public consultation on developed proposals

Public consultation on emerging proposals

May 2025

December 2024

Summer 2025

Late 2025

Summer 2026

Late 2028

Target submission of planning application to Lambeth Council

Target decision from Lambeth Council

Target for work beginning on site

Target for work completing on site and LFB moving into the new HQ 

Following the submission of the planning application, we will be 
continuing to engage with local residents via a new Community 
Engagement Forum. The Forum will be held at regular intervals 
and will give you the opportunity to get updates from LFB on the 
progress of the application.

At present the Forum will focus on the Lambeth Fire Station site 
fronting 8 Albert Embankment, however when plans come forward 
for the rear sites, we will review incorporating these into the brief of 
the Forum.

Local residents will be notified of the Forum closer to the time; please 
do sign-up to the dedicated project mailing list to received updates 
on engagement opportunities directly to your inbox. Details for 
this can be found by scanning the QR code or visiting the 
webpage below.

We are here

www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/services-and-
facilities/8-albert-embankment-development

Any future plans for the Lambeth High Street or Newport Street sites would be subject to a 
separate planning application and consultation.

Webpage



Thank you

Thank you for taking the time to 
look through our proposals for the 
future of 8 Albert Embankment. 
We hope you have found this 
information helpful.

Your feedback is important to us as we review 
our updated proposals. We will be back in 
touch ahead of submmitting our planning 
application to Lambeth Council in the summer.

Get in touch

 8AlbertEmbankment@KandaConsulting.co.uk                 020 3900 3676

www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/services-and-facilities/8-albert-
embankment-development

Please scan the QR code below to provide 
your feedback on the proposals via our 
online survey.


