
    

The London Fire Commissioner is the fire and rescue authority for London 

 

Decision title 

 

Legal Costs Related to the Grenfell Tower Fire  
 

 

Recommendation by Decision Number 

General Counsel  LFC-0402-D 
 

Protective marking:  OFFICIAL - Sensitive 

Publication status:  Published with redactions 

 

Summary 
Under the Mayor’s Direction of April 2018, prior authority was sought from the Deputy Mayor for 
Fire and Resilience to incur additional expenditure on legal costs relating to the Grenfell Tower fire. 
Prior authority was granted by the Deputy Mayor on 15 October 2019 to incur expenditure for 
2019/20 and 2020/21 within financial limits. The reasons for the additional costs are primarily an 
increase in the documents the London Fire Commissioner had to review for disclosure to the GTI and 
an increased need to analyse disclosure provided to, and received from, the GTI.  

 
Decision 
 
That the London Fire Commissioner 

1. Agrees to an increase of £657,479 (plus 10% margin), on the estimated spend of £5,787,223 
that was previously approved for 2019/20 and 2020/21, to secure legal advice and 
representation for the London Fire Commissioner (LFC) and appropriate individuals in relation 
to the Grenfell Tower fire, including but not limited to the Grenfell Tower Inquiry, and to 
include any consequent or related legal action in respect of the Grenfell Tower fire.   
 

2. Authorises the Director of Corporate Services to incur legal costs up to the total in paragraph 
one above. 
 

 

 

 

Andy Roe 
London Fire Commissioner       Date  

Access to Information – Contact Officer 
Name Steven Adams 
Telephone 020 8555 1200  
Email governance@london-fire.gov.uk 

This decision was remotely
signed on Tuesday 24 November
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Report title  

Legal Costs Related to the Grenfell Tower Fire 

Report to Date 

Corporate Services Board 
Commissioner’s Board       
Deputy Mayor's Fire and Resilience Board 
London Fire Commissioner 

4 August 2020 
12 August 2020 
18 August 2020 

Report by Report number 

General Counsel LFC-0402 

Protective marking: OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE – commercial sensitivity 

Publication status:  Published with redactions 

Summary 
Under the Mayor’s Direction of April 2018, prior authority is to be sought from the Deputy Mayor for 
Fire and Resilience to incur additional expenditure on legal costs relating to the Grenfell Tower fire. 
Prior authority was granted by the Deputy Mayor on 15 October 2019 to incur expenditure for 
2019/20 and 2020/21 within financial limits. The reasons for the additional costs are primarily an 
increase in the documents the London Fire Commissioner had to review for disclosure to the GTI and 
an increased need to analyse disclosure provided to, and received from, the GTI.  

Recommended decisions 
That the London Fire Commissioner 

1. Agrees to an increase of £657,479 (plus 10% margin), on the estimated spend of
£5,787,223 that was previously approved for 2019/20 and 2020/21, to secure legal
advice and representation for the London Fire Commissioner (LFC) and appropriate
individuals in relation to the Grenfell Tower fire, including but not limited to the Grenfell
Tower Inquiry, and to include any consequent or related legal action in respect of the
Grenfell Tower fire.

2. Authorises the Director of Corporate Services to incur legal costs up to the total in
paragraph one above.

Background 
1. Budgetary provision has been made on an ongoing basis for the costs of the London Fire Brigade

arising out of the Grenfell Tower fire that occurred on 14 June 2017. On 15 October 2019, the
Deputy Mayor approved expenditure for 2019/20 and 2020/21. The forecasted figure for
2019/20 was £3,444,981 and for 2020/21 it was £1,816,131, plus a margin of 10% on each year
(£526,111). The total amount of expenditure currently authorised is therefore £5,787,223. The
LFC forecasts that its expenditure to the end of September 2020 will be £5,353,568, which is
within the approved spend approved by the Deputy Mayor. However, predominantly as a result
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30. The proposed recommendations are within the London Fire Commissioner’s general powers. 
Section 5A(1) of the Fire Rescue and Services Act 2004 (‘2004 Act’) states a relevant fire and 
rescue authority may do anything it considers appropriate for the carrying out of any of its 
functions or anything that is considers appropriate for purposes incidental whether directly or not 
in relation to its functional purposes. Section 6 to 9 of the 2004 Act sets out the core functions of 
a fire and rescue authority, which includes and is not limited to, fire safety, fire-fighting, road 
traffic accidents and other emergencies.  
 

31. The participation by and representation of the London Fire Commissioner in the Grenfell Tower 
Inquiry and associated enquiries and legal matters falls within S5A(1) of the 2004 Act.  

 
List of Appendices 

  

 

Appendix  Title Protective Marking 

1.  Forecast costs position for legal services OFFICIAL-SENSITIVE 






	LFC-0402-D-Legal_Costs_Related_to_the_Grenfell_Tower
	lfc-0402-legalcostsinthegrenfelltowerinquiryreport-redacted
	LFC-0402 Legal costs related to the Grenfell Tower Fire
	Appendix 1 - Forecast costs position for legal services


		2020-12-01T02:25:58-0800
	Agreement certified by Adobe Sign




