


Mum's the word

Shepherds Bush mum Minna Fry is backing
London Fire Brigade's Keep Your Community
Safe & Sound campaign after a smoke alarm
fitted by firefighters saved her family's life.



The fire, which ripped through the top floor of her home, was
started by a blanket covering a light bulb in her six-year-old son
Arthur's bedroom. Although it caused serious damage and left
the family badly shaken, Minna said without the smoke alarm it
could have been alot worse.

Minna was downstairs with Arthur, her four-year-old daughter
Mary, her sister and her two children when the smoke alarm
began sounding upstairs.

"We were down in the kitchen, on the ground floor, when

| heard an irritating beeping. At first | thought it was one of
Arthur's computer games. My sister went to check and | heard
her scream 'Call 999".

"l was walking upstairs with the phone and by the time | reached
the second floor | couldn't get any further because the smoke
was coming so thick and fast. We all got out and | went from
house to house to tell our neighbours to get out as well. From
outside | could see the flames licking the walls of my son's
bedroom. | remember thinking, any minute now the roof is

goingto go.”

Although Minna says the Brigade arrived and had the fire under
control incredibly quickly, she is in no doubt that she and her
family owe their lives to the early warning given by smoke alarms
fitted just months before by local fire crews carrying out a home
fire safety visit.

"It definitely saved my house, but | think it also saved our lives.
Without the smoke alarm we wouldn't have smelt the smoke
until it was too late. The children are really small and if they
had still been upstairs it would have been really difficult.”

Her message now to others is simple — make sure you have
a smoke alarm and check it regularly.

"l have always been frightened of fire — ever since | was a little
girl, but although | had a smoke alarm I never used to check it.
| always assumed that if there was a fire that | would be awake
and alert enough to deal with it quickly.

“Fitting a smoke alarm should be something you do as
automatically as locking your doors when you leave the house.
Everyone should have a smoke alarm.”
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Safety in numbers
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Incidents attended

2008/09 138,385
2007/08 144,753

We are carrying out more home fire
safety visits, we are attending fewer
fires in the home and we are seeing

fewer people injured in house fires.
These are just some of the statistics
that show that our fire safety message

is beginning to hit home.
Serious fires attended

2008/09 13,605
2007/08 13,947

With your help we are determined
that our fire safety work will see
the number of fires continue to fall.




Home fire safety visits attended

2008/09 48,768
2007/08 44 620

Accidental fires in the home

2008/09 5,781
2007/08 5,854

Injuries caused by accidental fires in the home

2008/09 /37
2007/08 054

Deaths caused by accidental fires in the home

2008/09 B10)

2007/08 41



